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IL-EARLY MEDIBVAL HISTORY, circa A.D. 300-1000. 

History of the Franks by Gregory, Bishop of Tours. Selections, 
translated with notes, by Ernest BrChart, Ph.D., Columbia Uni- 
versity Press, 1916. 

English students will welcome what we may practically regard 
as a translation of the Historilz! Francorum. Far the larger part 
of the ten books has been translated into English, and the inter- 
vening portions generally epitomized. Unfoitunatdy, some of 
the chapters most slightly indicated are of more value than others 
given in extenso ; e.g., the quotation respecting Aetius from Renatus 
Profuturus Frigeridus (11. 8), and the expedition of Childelbert 
into Spain (111. 10) might have been given at  length. A far more 
important defect, however, is that in the introduction and foot-notes 
hardly any effort is made to deal with any of the difficult questions 
which the story naturally suggests, nor to help the student to 
realize the general historical conditions, or the relations of the Franks 
to other nations and powers. Many of the notes-such as that 
which calls our attention to the fact that Gregory’s geography is 
“ mixed ) )  or the remark that ‘‘ his view of the material world was 
not one that laic1 any stress upon natural cause and effect ”- 
seem singularly futile. There is a useful bibliography, but Dahn’s 
“ Die Franken unter den Merovingen ’) is conspicuously absent, 
nor is there mention of a single English scholar who has treated 
of the Barbarian invasions and settlements. It is, however, to be 
hoped that some readers of the narrative may be led to  a moce 
serious grappling with the problems involved than has seemed 
necessary to  the author. 

Trans- 
lated, with appendix and notes by Rev. 0. R. Vassall-Phillips. 
The special interest of this work (written between 305 and 376), in 
the opinion of the translator, is that it contains an early conception 
of Catholicism: “ Non enini respublica est in ccclesia, sed 
ecclesia in respublica est, id est in Imperio Romano.” 

This 
is a collection of replints of aIticles or short studies written in the 
author’s very attractive and luminous style, The most important 
in relation to  this period of history is an account of Greek influence 
in Italy between 867 and 1071, especially monastic and municipal. 

O+intus, bishop of Milevis i?a Africa qai ibsf  the Donatists. 

Ch. Diehl-: dans 1’Orient Byzantin-Boccard, Paris, 19x7. 
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In the English Historical Review for October, 1917, Dr. R. L. 
Poole examines the numbers and names of certain mediaval popes. 

In the same number of the English Historical Review, Mr. M. L. R. 
Beaver revises the dates of the deaths of Alfred, Edward the Elder, 
and,4thelstan, which he would make 899,925, and 939, respectively 
(for 900,924, and 940). He points out that in the South of England, 
in A.-S. times, the year began not later than some date in 
October. 

l h d e s  critiques sur l’histoire de Charlemagnc : I .  L a  composition 
des Annales Royales. By Louis Halpen. Revue Historique, 
January-February, 19r7. This article, the first of a series, treats 
of “ la composition des Annales ou Annales Laurissenses majores ” 
lately edited by M. Kurze for the Scriptores rerum gennanicarum. 

ALICE GARDNER. 

The Golden Days of the Earlv English Church. (3 vols.) By 
Sir Henry Howarth. (Methuen, 1917.) This ample account of 
early English Church history follows the author’s books on “ St. 
Gregory the Great ” and “ S. Augustine the Missionary ” and 
brings the story to the time of S. Cuthbert. The author holds 
that since, in this period, the materials for Church history are both 
fuller and more completely preserved than the evidences for political 
and social history, they must be explored at  length, for they will 
provide a means of examining the obscurer political events. The 
Appendices-five in number-which form the bulk of the third 
volume, deal with subjects arising from the main themes, such as 
Archbishop Theodore’s Penitential and Cadmon. The books 
are provided with maps and illustrations, as wtll as with tables of 
kings and popes. 

The Ancient Earthworks of the New Forest by Heywood S a n e r ,  
F.S.A. (Chiswick Press, London. LI. 1917.) Although this is 
chiefly of interest to archaologists, yet in its description of the 
earthworks under four periods-Roman, Saxon, Norman, Mediaeval 
-it provides details which illuminate the main lines of history, as 
in the “ Seafarers Camp ” at  Ampress, which shows the presence of 
Jutish or West Saxon seafarers, and the Moot a t  Downton “ sug- 
gesting inland settlement and ordered life.” The illustrations- 
woodcuts-are artistic, and the format of the book attractive. 

M. T. STEAD. 


